PRINT: ISSN 0976-6634 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6764
JOURNAL OF

SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY

Full text open access online (Since 2009)

o @CEED Kamla-Raj JSSA 2026 J Sociology Soc Anth, 17(1-2): 1-12 (2026)
PRINT: ISSN 0976-6634 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6764 DOIL: 10.31901/24566764.2026/17.1-2.398

Bridging the Digital Divide:
A Review of Challenges and Opportunities in Digital
Entrepreneurship in Developing Economies

Wimbayi Chasaya!” and Ayansola. O. Ayandibu?

2Department of Business Management, Faculty of Commerce, Administration and Law,
University of Zululand, KwaDlangezwa, 3886, South Africa
'https://orcid.org/0009-0002-3780-0960, E-mail: wchasaya@gmail.com
2https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5870-2388, E-mail: ayansolaayandibu@gmail.com

KEYWORDS Business Sustainability. Economic Development. Entrepreneurial Resilience. Innovation Ecosystems.
Technology Adoption

ABSTRACT The digital age has accelerated entrepreneurial opportunities, including innovation. However, persistent
inequalities in digital access have limited the potential of digital entrepreneurship in developing countries. This paper aims
to review and synthesise the literature on the challenges and opportunities of digital entrepreneurship in developing
countries. A structured review of literature from main online scholarly databases such as SCOPUS, Web of Science and
Google Scholar was conducted. The findings were synthesised thematically to identify the trends in digital entrepreneurship
in developing economies. The review highlights opportunities arising from access to new business models and women and
youth empowerment through digital tools. Nevertheless, digital entrepreneurship in developing countries remains constrained
by infrastructure gaps, digital skills shortages and policy and regulatory uncertainties, which together hinder innovation and
business growth. Addressing the challenges in digital entrepreneurship is critical for leveraging the transformative potential
of digital entrepreneurship and promoting inclusive economic development in developing countries.



